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PRESS RELEASE 
Brignais, 25th September 2019 – for immediate release 

 
VISION SYSTEMS’ COMPOSITE UNIT FIBERTECH TAKES OFF WITH CLEAN SKY 2! 

 
Vision Systems takes part in Clean Sky 2 European research programme in partnership with  

Airbus Helicopters, to develop RACER (Rapid And Cost-Effective Rotorcraft). 
 

Since its creation in 2005, Vision Systems has been producing different composite products for the aircraft industry 
using RTM and thermocompression processes (helicopter cyclic sticks, sun visor casings, window stiffeners, tubes and 
shells for shading systems). In response to the growing need of the aviation and helicopter markets for products 
integrating composite, but also to meet the new expectations of the marine industry in terms of weight, robustness 
and complex shapes, Vision Systems established in 2015 a new production plant dedicated to high-end composite 
solutions, Fibertech. This production know-how, in addition to that of mechanics and electronics, enables Vision 
Systems to offer complete functional built-to-spec systems with breakthrough features. 

Vision Systems’ competence and capacity to innovate were part of its main assets for the selection of partners for the 
RACER project developed in the frame of the Clean Sky 2 European research programme. 

The RACER high-speed demonstrator will incorporate a host of innovative features and will be optimized for a cruise 
speed of more than 400 km/h. It will aim at achieving the best trade-off between speed, cost-efficiency, sustainability 
and mission performance. Final assembly of the demonstrator is expected to start late 2019, with a first flight in 2020. 
This new rotorcraft is designed to find applications as an alternative to business jets, as an air taxi, or as a new 
generation of military, oil & gas and rescue helicopters. 

Vision Systems is developing two composite jettisonable window frames for the cockpit, and one for the cabin, all 
three windows equipped with Vision Systems’ X-Lite composite glass, as well as a composite electric footstep. This 
motorized footstep can fold down and up, back into the structure of the rotorcraft, in flight, a world first!  

These innovative solutions based on the company’s expertise in composite and mechatronics, are fully in line with the 
Clean Sky 2 approach, particularly in terms of optical and acoustic quality, strength, lightness, operational efficiency 
and safety. 

Vision Systems invested 3M€ in its composite unit Fibertech. With a surface area of 3500 m2, the group has recently 
integrated new skills with dedicated production means (laser machines, cutting table, heating chamber, autoclave, 
numerical center) to continue to improve Fibertech’s industrial performance. Its production capacity tripled since 
2014 to allow for serial production of helicopters’ composite window frames and aircraft window casings, but also for 
serial production of large composite frames addressed to the marine market. New hires are planned, 15 by the end of 
2020, mainly in technical positions, and yearly sales perspectives for 2022 should exceed 6M€.  

Watch Vision Systems’ video on composite and mechatronics 
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About Vision Systems: 
Headquartered near Lyon, France, with a production and sales unit in Florida, USA, and trade offices in Singapore, Dubai and 
Montreal, Vision Systems is a tier-one system supplier that designs, produces and markets bespoke solutions for the aeronautic, land 
transport and marine industries. The company’s genuine expertise in shading systems including dimmable solutions places it today 
as the world leader in this area, and the development of customized IFE & CMS solutions allows it to rank as a competitive 
challenger in embedded systems. 
Vision Systems combines complementary skills in electronics, mechanics and composite to provide ever more innovative solutions 
for cost reduction, heightened safety and improved comfort.  
 
Sales Contact:  Nicolas Laurent, Sales Director, nlaurent@vision-systems.fr, +33 4 72 31 98 10  

Press contact: Alexandra Martin-Devaud, Marketing & Communication Manager, amartindevaud@vision-systems.fr 

 

 
Join us on LinkedIn! 

 
Discover our YouTube Channel! 

 
Visit our web site! 

More information on RACER 

 

This project has received funding from the Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking under the Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement N°785407 

  
Pictures originating from Airbus 
https://www.airbus.com/newsroom/press-releases/fr/2017/06/Airbus-Helicopters-reveals-Racer-high-speed-demonstrator-
configuration.html 
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